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RE: Twitchell and Mandeville Island Dredged Material Placement Sites Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, SCH #2015072029 
 
Dear Mr. Cashman:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(ISMND) for the Twitchell and Mandeville Island Dredged Material Placement Sites (DMPS) 
project publically released on July 15th, 2015. The project is intended to facilitate ongoing 
dredging of the Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel to its authorized depth of 35 feet by 
establishing new dredge spoil placement sites near areas of the DWSC that have been 
previously difficult to maintain to proper depth.  

 
The Delta Stewardship Council (Council) has a legally enforceable management framework for 
the Delta and Suisun Marsh called the Delta Plan. The Delta Plan coordinates state and local 
actions to achieve the coequal goals of protecting and enhancing the Delta ecosystem and 
providing for a more reliable water supply for California. The Delta Plan also seeks to ensure 
that the coequal goals are achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the Delta as an 
evolving place and promotes a healthy Delta economy that includes a mix of agriculture, 
tourism, recreation, and vital components of state and regional infrastructure.  
 
Coordinated Use of Dredge Materials 
  
The dredge materials to be deposited on the new DMPS provide opportunities for beneficial 
uses that can support the coequal goals as well as the policies and recommendations in the 
Delta Plan. The ISMND is currently unclear about how the dredged sediment will be used in 
the future once it is placed within the new DMPS. Recommendation RR R6 of the Delta Plan 
encourages coordinated use of dredged material in levee improvement, subsidence reversal, 
or wetland mitigation. We hope that the Port of Stockton can view the availability of dredge 
material as a valuable opportunity and identify strategies to beneficially reuse this material. We 
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suggest that the Port of Stockton reference Appendix K of the Delta Plan which is the 2007 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Delta Dredged Sediment Long-Term Management Strategy 
(LTMS). There are four overarching goals and opportunities identified by the LTMS in 
establishing a coordinated sediment material management program which include:  

 Manage sediment, including exploring the beneficial reuse of dredged material, to 
maintain and stability Delta levees that protect land-based activities and water 
conveyance; 

 Manage dredging activities and beneficial reuse to protect and enhance water quality for 
Delta water supply and ecosystem function; 

 Manage dredging activities to support and maintain Delta channel functions for 
navigation, flood control, water conveyance, and recreation; and 

 Manage dredging activities and beneficial reuse to protect and enhance aquatic, 
wetland, and terrestrial ecosystems. 

 
We encourage the Port of Stockton to pursue these goals outlined in the LTMS and help 
support the Council in implementation of Delta Plan policies and recommendations.  
 
Final Remarks  
 
Overall, we are supportive of the plan to develop new DMPS, an effort that will help maintain 
navigability along the entire Stockton Deepwater Ship Channel, which is a critical component 
of infrastructure in the Delta. At the same time, we encourage the Port to take advantage of 
opportunities to utilize the dredged materials in beneficial ways. If you need any clarification 
regarding our comments, I encourage you to contact Jessica Davenport at 
Jessica.Davenport@deltacouncil.ca.gov or (916) 445-2168. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cindy Messer 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Delta Stewardship Council 
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